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letter ; but ao-airx  has my propose been frustrated.    So now you have tardy letter tho second.  • • • We were five weeks at Homo, and spent a most   delightful time—its memory will ever bo soothing lx> in°-    'Terxisfi/lcnn alone could impart a inoro exalted   comfort    and  calm     tli.au   that of being among  tho tombs and elm relit !H of the Ilv^t Christian .saints.    Homo is a very diilioult phu'.o to speak   o^ from tho mixture of good and evil iu  it.    Tho   heathen sivuto "was accursed as one of tho iiviidel monsters of Daniel's visions ', and the Christian system therein deplorably corrupt——y^t tho dust of tho Apostles lioa there, and tho prosont clergy ai-o their descendants.    A notion, has struck mo,  on reading   "the  Involution again and again, that tho .Homo tliero mentioned, IH Homo considered as a city or plac-a -without   nny reference  to tho question whether it bo Christian or Pagiviv.    As a scsat of government, it was the first cruel perseeutoi'  of the Clnxfoli j  an(l as HUC^ condenmod to HU/l'er (Jod's jiul^itients, which, had not yet fully been poured out upon it, from tho plain f net that it still exists.    Babylon ia gone.    Konio in ft city still, ix-ud judgments await; her therefore. .1 have no intention of proving this hero, but wish to state my view.    When. X luid formed it I WIN surprised to find several, eonlirmationa of it in a boolc  of Roman antiquities I happened to take up.    Gregory the Gr*eat noems to have held the notiou (throe centurion  nftor Homo  became Christian) that still, tho Hpot wan accui-HCHl.    Tt was on tliiw principle that he encouraged tho demolition of! the heathajn. edifices—such as tho Coliseum—as monuments of sin; and   I own he seems to mo to have a Hounder  ChriHtiixii judgment   than  the moderns, who havo allbctod a ch.iKHit;al tendernesss fov what wc^ro the high places of impiuty and ilionconoaof primitive martyrdoms.    It KOOIIIH, too, ho onpocially eonsidoroc'L Rotne reserved for future mipor-lunnan judgraentH j  for ho    mentions  with approbation tho answer of Bomo  man, a servant of tho Lord, to Alarie, that* Homo was not -to be destroyed, by barbarians, but by earthquakes, tempente, &c. ;  and lio adds, * which wo havo partly soon accompliwhocl in our own tim(sH ' j and certainly, from the very magnitude   of tho masses -which lio in ruins, ono should. Huppose nothing but e.lemervtal convulsions could havo effected their overthro w.   An Irisl 133 isliop of the olovonth contu ry states the same doctrine irt a so-ea.1 loci prophecy which remains, of tho aeries of Popon -to their termination.    With the authenticity of this document I am rx.ot concerned, much loss with its inspired character (though,  it is remarkable that tho list hold (^xortioitti of «ur fjrt»at unt*my ttpiin*t H rot von (who iu»w tak« a nums crafty way) ; it wiwuti witablinlwnwit »t* iuij»!oty. The Colutcnun in quitt* a Towin- of ttat*l ; this w but ewo of a viwt immbar «f huildiugs whtt*!t n.«toninh o»f>, Tlww wh«»n you go into thu mufitmmts &<?,, you g«t into a apcmul world, , . . Th« of stotuitry U endteai and quite ouclmnting. Thuu have no chaK
